




Our Fathers Heart






 Luke 15: 11 – 24

   This parable is often called the parable of the Prodigal Son; the key figure in the parable is the Father. Jesus is teaching us the God of the Universe is like the father in this story. It’s not enough to believe in God; you must understand the heart of the God Jesus came to introduce.

   What is God really like? Some people think the most important question of life is “Do you believe in God?” But a more important question is “What kind of God do you believe in?” You can believe in God, but if you have a wrong idea of who God is, you’re no better than the Atheist.

   In the text – Jesus begins to show us our Father’s heart and by understanding His heart fathers and believers are to pattern themselves after it. Jesus shows us fathers are to be the providers in the home. The Bible declares: “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” (1Tim. 5:8) “A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.” (Proverbs 13: 22) (Inheritance: physical and spiritual)

       Three things we can learn from the father in this story and about our father’s heart:

1. The father regretted his child’s rebellion:  the younger son demanded to receive his inheritance. The father was wounded by this harsh demand but he granted it. The father recognized the right of the son to choose his own path to go even though the father knew what was best for the son.

It’s hard to watch them make decisions that could potentially ruin their lives and take them down paths that they may not return from but true love let them make their own decision.

I believe the father shedded many tears over his son’s foolish behavior, so our heavenly father shed tears over our foolish choices and behavior. Our heavenly father will let us walk away from fellowship with Him if you desire, but it breaks His Heart when you do. The whole time the prodigal son was away, he was still a son, but he had left the presence and favor of his father. Christians can do that too. They can’t sever their relationship with the Father, but they can certainly break fellowship with Him.

The God of the Universe has a message for you and to you today, He is saying to you, “I love you, so you are free to go”. As fathers we must allow our children to face the consequences and pay the price, this will help bring them to their senses. Wayward children need to know they can come home when they come to their senses and the door will be open without condemnation or guilt.

2. The father ran to him when he returned:  the father didn’t criticize what the son did with the inheritance or what happened when it ran out. The Pharisees and tax collectors expected and different outcome because of the hardness of their heart and their traditions. Legalism says “you’ve made your bed, now lie in it”, in the Old Testament – they get rid of rebellious children by “stoning them to death”. Jesus says this father “had compassion” and ran when the son returned. For a man to run in a robe he’d have to lift it up and show his legs which was considered “undignified”, men of respect never ran; it would have been embarrassing. God our Father will welcome you and I the same way – just as we are. God runs to meet us when we decide to return to Him. Have you walked away from the presence of your Heavenly Father; whenever you choose to sin and disobey Him or His Word, you’re leaving His holy presence. Our father is a loving heavenly Father who is longing for you to return, he’s looking for you to return to Him. Wayward and backslidden child of God, He has a message for you today. With tender words of compassion He is saying to you: When you start home, I’ll meet you more than halfway.

It’s not enough to simply believe in God, you must believe in the God of the Bible who is full of love and mercy.

3. The father restored when repented:  All sin is against God, so he confessed his to God and he confessed to his father. One of the hardest thing for any of us to say is, “I was wrong, will you forgive me”. Jesus says “the father commanded his servants to bring the best robe, and put it on him” covering all the filth and dirt of his mistakes. That’s a picture of how God covers our sin with a robe of righteousness. The father put a ring on his finger symbolizing his full status in the family. If you’re a servant of the Father, he’s commanding you to put a robe and ring on those who has been forgiven and returning. The love of the Father didn’t change but the experience of the son has changed him, he will forever carry the scars and the regrets of his sinful behavior.

Jesus was trying to tell them and us, God will welcome you and lovingly forgive when you come to Him and repent of your sin.

